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oughly to rely, and whom, he begged ' to give his whole mind to the affair, and, if necessary, to rewrite it.' ISTo serious alteration was suggested by Cairns or others, and at the beginning of October the document was issued. In the forefront Disraeli claimed the confidence of the party and the country as Derby's political heir, who had pursued his old chief's policy c without deviation.' The settlement of the Reform question on broad lines, a foreign policy which established the just influence of England, the successful expedition to Abyssinia, and the strengthening of the naval and military forces, were all put forward as grounds for support. But, owing to the tactics of the Liberal party, Ireland had necessarily to be the main subject of the address. He claimed that Ministers had, by vigilance and firmness, baffled the Fenian conspiracy, and had also pursued a wise policy of sympathy . and conciliation. But Gladstone had suddenly proposed c a change of the fundamental laws of the realm' and ' a dissolution of the union between Church and State.' To that policy Ministers had offered, and would offer, ' an uncompromising resistance. The connection of religion with the exercise of political authority is one of the main safeguards of the civilisation of man.' ~No doubt the new policy was only to be partially applied in the first instance, but the religious integrity of the community would be frittered away. Confiscation, too, was contagious. Finally the religious security which was the result of the royal supremacy would be endangered, and Rome alone Avould profit.
Amid the discordant activity of many factions there moves the supreme purpose of one Power. The philosopher may flatter himself he is advancing the cause of enlightened progress; the sectarian may be roused to exertion by anticipations of the downfall of ecclesiastical systems. These are transient efforts; vain and passing aspirations. The ultimate triumph, were our Church to fall, would be to that Power which would substitute for the authority of our Sovereign the supremacy of a foreign Prince; to that Power with whose tradition, learning, discipline, and organisation our Church alone has, hitherto, been able tosapproves of the Opposition, ! '\                             praises her Ministers,  and is very anxious that the elections
